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Abstract

We are living in an era in which globalization and digital transformation are
fundamentally reshaping human cognition, including the system of values within
society. In particular, the rapid influx of diverse information flows and elements
of foreign cultures through modern technologies has led to profound
transformational processes in young people's worldviews and spiritual identity.
Under these circumstances, harmonizing national identity and historical memory
with the continuously evolving dynamics of socio-cultural values has become an
urgent priority. University students, as the intellectual driving force and future
leaders of society, are among the first to embrace these changes. Therefore,
ensuring the appropriate direction of the transformation of students' spiritual
worldview and conducting an in-depth scientific analysis of the role and influence
of the evolving dynamics of socio-cultural values within this complex process
constitute not only a pedagogical and educational imperative but also a significant
socio-strategic challenge.

Traditional national values deeply rooted in the collective consciousness of the
Uzbek people—including reverence for historical memory, respect for elders,
modesty, prudence, hospitality, and patriotism—have acquired renewed
significance within the contemporary socio-cultural environment, serving as the
spiritual and moral foundation for the development of young people. As noted in
the literature, “Values associated with ethnic characteristics and attributes that are
of fundamental importance to a nation are referred to as national values. National
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values are manifested in close connection with a nation's history, way of life,
spirituality, and culture” [1].

Indeed, national values serve as a guiding beacon that reflects a nation's historical
legacy, present potential, and future trajectory of development. A nation that
lacks its own national values or fails to preserve them inevitably loses its position
as an independent historical actor and becomes increasingly assimilated into the

influence of more dominant civilizations. Therefore, safeguarding national values
constitutes one of the fundamental prerequisites for sustainable national
development and the preservation of national security.

As emphasized in the literature, “The national values of the Uzbek people have
evolved over centuries through a long historical process. These values include
respect for one's homeland, an inability to imagine one's destiny apart from it,
loyalty to the memory of ancestors, reverence for elders, the preservation of
modesty and moral restraint under all circumstances, and a strong commitment
to purity and integrity in everyday life. Together, these qualities constitute the
foundation of our national values™[2].

These principles represent a fundamental anchor for maintaining the balance of
the dynamics of socio-cultural values in the context of contemporary
globalization. Within the rapid processes of transformation occurring in students'
worldviews, national pride, self-awareness, and attitudes toward historical
heritage function as essential sources of spiritual resilience and stabilizing factors.
Indeed, only by remaining connected to their historical roots can young people
develop a healthy socio-cultural identity capable of navigating the continuously
evolving flows of information and values that characterize the modern world.
From this perspective, special attention is being devoted to the evolution and
promotion of national values within the framework of the state youth policy of
the Republic of Uzbekistan. Higher education institutions increasingly emphasize
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the harmonious integration of tradition and modernity in fostering students as
spiritually mature and socially responsible individuals. In particular, projects and
programs implemented by the Center for Spirituality and Enlightenment, youth
organizations, and relevant governmental institutions are no longer confined to
conventional methods of value promotion. Instead, they are being designed on
the basis of inovative socio-cultural mechanisms that take into account the
contemporary transformation of students' worldviews.

The catalogue of national values developed by the Institute for Macroeconomic
and Regional Studies serves as an important theoretical and methodological
foundation for examining students' spiritual worldview through the dynamics of
socio-cultural values. According to this framework, the following core values are
regarded as particularly significant: (1) respect for parents; (2) cleanliness; (3)
diligence as a source of prosperity; (4) the Uzbek language; (5) religious
tolerance; (6) freedom of speech; (7) fidelity to one's word, including
commitment to law, duty, and agreements; (8) solidarity and mutual support; (9)
hospitality; and (10) mutual goodwill and social harmony [3].

Integrating these values into students' consciousness through contemporary
educational approaches not only broadens their theoretical understanding but also
facilitates the internalization of these values amid the rapid transformation of
contemporary society. As a result, they contribute to the development of patriotic,
socially responsible individuals capable of promoting social cohesion and
stability. Within this process, traditional norms acquire renewed socio-cultural
meanings while remaining responsive to the demands of modern society.

In today's global digital environment and under conditions of growing ideological
confrontation, foreign ideas disseminated particularly through social media are
generating profound changes in young people's patterns of thinking. Hybrid
information threats may encourage alienation from national identity, moral
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relativism, and consumerist ideologies, thereby negatively influencing the
transformation of students' spiritual worldview and distancing them from their
cultural roots. Under such complex socio-cultural dynamics, the national values
outlined above function not merely as traditional educational principles but also
as a powerful form of ideological resilience, enabling young people to critically
evaluate and resist external ideological influences while preserving their national
identity.

As noted in the literature, “Protection against various ideological threats requires
preserving and living in accordance with our national values and traditions, which
have been refined over centuries. Indeed, national values constitute one of the
most essential components of spirituality” [4].

At present, a number of practical initiatives aimed at transforming students'
spiritual worldview through socio-cultural values are being implemented across
higher education institutions in Uzbekistan. Among the most notable are:

o "Spirituality Hours", which explain the continuity between the historical
foundations of national values and their contemporary evolution;

« "Open Dialogue" programs, which adapt national ideas to the lives of young
people through the traditional mentor—disciple model within a rapidly changing
social environment;

«"Values Week" and '"Cultural Heritage Month", which function as
institutional mechanisms for the continuous integration of traditional values into
contemporary student life.

Furthermore, initiatives implemented in student residence halls—including
national literature evenings, folklore competitions, and seminars introducing
traditional customs and cultural practices—not only reinforce students' sense of
national identity but also cultivate essential contemporary competencies such as
independent thinking, adaptability to social change, and active civic engagement.
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