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Abstract 

This thesis examines pedagogical technologies for developing patriotism and 

civic duty in students through media content. In the digital era, media resources 

influence students’ worldview, values, social attitudes and understanding of 

national identity. Therefore, higher education institutions need purposeful 

methods for using media content not only as an informational tool, but also as a 

means of civic and patriotic education. The thesis emphasizes that patriotic and 

civic qualities can be developed effectively when media materials are selected 

according to educational goals, connected with national values, analyzed 

critically and transformed into reflective and socially useful student activity. 
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The development of patriotism and civic duty among students is one of the 

important tasks of modern higher education. A socially mature student should not 

only possess professional knowledge, but also understand personal responsibility 

toward the homeland, society, law, national values and public interests. In the 

context of digital transformation, this process is closely connected with media 

content, because students receive a significant part of social, cultural and political 
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information through digital platforms, social networks, video materials, 

electronic publications and online discussions. 

Media content can influence students’ emotions, thinking and behavior more 

quickly than many traditional educational tools. Materials devoted to national 

history, cultural heritage, public service, social responsibility, state symbols, 

youth initiatives and community life can strengthen students’ sense of belonging 

to the homeland. However, media content may also contain misinformation, 

manipulation, superficial interpretations and destructive messages. For this 

reason, technologies for developing patriotism and civic duty based on media 

content must be pedagogically grounded, value-oriented and connected with 

critical thinking. 

The thesis is based on theoretical analysis, comparative-pedagogical 

interpretation and scientific generalization. Theoretical analysis was used to 

clarify the concepts of patriotism, civic duty, media content and media education. 

Comparative-pedagogical interpretation made it possible to compare traditional 

patriotic education with media-based educational technologies. Scientific 

generalization helped determine the main pedagogical conditions and 

mechanisms for using media content in developing students’ patriotic and civic 

qualities. 

Patriotism is understood as a conscious and active attitude toward the homeland, 

expressed in respect for national history, culture, language, traditions, 

independence and social development. Civic duty is interpreted as students’ 

awareness of their rights and responsibilities, respect for law, readiness to 

contribute to society and willingness to participate in socially significant activity. 

Media content is considered as a pedagogical resource that includes video 

materials, digital stories, documentaries, social advertisements, interviews, 

electronic texts, infographics and social media materials. 
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The first important technology is value-oriented media analysis. In this process, 

students work with media materials that reflect national history, cultural memory, 

public responsibility and examples of civic courage. The teacher guides students 

to identify the main idea of the content, evaluate its social meaning and connect 

it with personal responsibility. Such analysis helps students understand patriotism 

not as an abstract slogan, but as a conscious attitude expressed through 

knowledge, respect and practical contribution. 

The second technology is critical interpretation of media messages. Students 

should not accept any media material automatically. They need to analyze the 

source, purpose, language, visual images, emotional influence and reliability of 

the content. This technology protects students from manipulation and helps them 

develop informed patriotic consciousness. True patriotism is based not on blind 

emotional reaction, but on knowledge, evidence, historical understanding and 

responsible judgment. 

The third technology is reflective media learning. After watching or reading 

media content, students should reflect on how the material influenced their views, 

what civic values it revealed and what personal conclusions they reached. 

Reflection strengthens the internalization of patriotic ideas because students 

connect public values with their own life position. Through reflective writing and 

discussion, civic duty becomes not only an external requirement, but also an 

element of personal self-awareness. 

The fourth technology is project-based media activity. Students may create short 

videos, podcasts, digital posters, social media campaigns or presentations devoted 

to national values, historical memory, legal culture, environmental responsibility 

or volunteer work. In this process, they do not simply consume media content, 

but become creators of socially useful messages. This activity develops initiative, 
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cooperation, communication skills and responsibility for the influence of their 

own media products. 

The fifth technology is the use of real civic situations in media tasks. Students 

can analyze media reports about social problems, public initiatives, youth projects 

or community needs and propose possible solutions. Such tasks connect patriotic 

education with real life. Students begin to understand that love for the homeland 

is expressed not only in respect for symbols and history, but also in active 

participation in solving social problems. 

The use of media content in developing patriotism and civic duty has significant 

pedagogical potential, but its effectiveness depends on purposeful organization. 

If media materials are used only for demonstration, their educational influence 

remains limited. The teacher must transform media content into a source of 

analysis, dialogue, reflection and action. This requires careful selection of 

materials, attention to students’ age and worldview, and connection between 

national values and universal civic principles. 

Another important issue is the balance between emotional influence and critical 

thinking. Patriotic media content often has a strong emotional effect, but 

education should not be limited to emotions. Students should understand 

historical facts, social context, legal norms and ethical meanings. Only in this 

case can patriotism become stable, conscious and constructive. Media literacy 

therefore becomes an important condition for patriotic and civic education. 

Media-based technologies also help connect national identity with digital 

citizenship. Students learn that civic duty exists not only in offline social life, but 

also in online communication. They should respect others, avoid spreading false 

information, protect cultural values and use digital platforms for constructive 

purposes. In this way, patriotism is connected with responsibility in the digital 

information environment. 
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Technologies for developing patriotism and civic duty in students based on media 

content are an important direction of modern higher education. Media content can 

strengthen students’ national consciousness, social responsibility and civic 

position when it is used critically, reflectively and creatively. Value-oriented 

media analysis, critical interpretation, reflective learning, project-based media 

activity and work with real civic situations are effective mechanisms for this 

purpose. 

The thesis shows that patriotic and civic education in the digital age should 

combine national values, media literacy, ethical communication and practical 

social participation. Such an approach helps prepare students who respect their 

homeland, understand their civic duty and are ready to contribute responsibly to 

society. 
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